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Theory-making and Scale-creating
for assessing the value system of high school students

Hossein Lotfabadi (Ph. D.) & Vahideh Nowroozi (M. A.)

Abstract

The value system, or the desired and internal qualities within ones
psychological structure, is the main layers of a person's personality and identity
which forms the basis of his/her attitude system and behavior. Modern studies
on the individuals' value systems are mostly conducted by the social and
educational psychologists of the west countries and based by and large on the
Anglo-Saxon understanding of human life. These studies on value system have
considered neither eastern philosophy of life nor the Iranian culture into account
and, therefore, we may not necessarily recognize them as a legitimate global
value system. It is necessary, consequently, to investigate the quality of value
system of Iranians (specifically high-school students) and inquire the influence of
their attitudes toward "globalization™ on their value system.

The theoretical basis of studying the value system of our adolescents and
youths is to face the main values of Iranian culture in opposition to their counter
values to discover how much their value systems are in close proximity to their
classical culture. On this basis, in the first part of our study entitled "Investigating
the status of Iranian high-school & pre-university students' attitude toward
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globalization and its effect on their value system and their national identity", we
have applied psycho-educational assessment techniques and created an
indigenous scale for assessing value system. The validation of our scale has been
conducted by means of two procedures: investigating content validity of the scale
by asking professionals to value the relevance of each and all 135 items; and
conducting a pilot study on a sample of students of grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 and
applying factor analysis to investigate the construct validity of the scale. Our
validity justification studies showed that ten categories of individual values,
family values, economic values, political values, social values, artistic values,
scientific and theoretical values, religious identity values, national identity values,
and globalizing values might be distinguished in our value system assessment
scale.

Keywords: Globalization, Globalizing, Value System, Scale-making,
Identity, and Iranian Students
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