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Theory-Making and Test-Developing for Assessing
Morality of Children. Adolescents. and Youths

Abstract

It is now years that the theories by Piaget, Kohlberg, and Bandura have been in
our psychologists’ and educational sciences experts’ center of attention in the subject
of moral development psychology and moral development assessment for our
country’s children, adolescents, and youths. So far, no suitable comprehensive theory
and instrument has been offered for the purpose of assessing the moralities of Iranian
children, adolescents, and youths. The mentioned scientists have strictly positioned
moral judgment and learning of laws and social relationships in Western countries as
the basis for their theory and have paid no attention to the inner essence of human
being, cultural background, and the non-cognitive components of psychological
structure in shaping the human moral.

With having a new approach of moral development in this article, which is reliant
on the “philosophy of scientific and pure wisdom”, we have shown that moral
development is the product of complex and dynamic interaction of three psycho-social
layers (including 6 components) as described here: The underlying fundamental layer
(1- the human-being’s innate developing nature; 2- The potential ability to distinguish
between good and bad, ugliness and beauty). The middle layer (3- motives and
development of emotions and humanitarian sympathy; 4- the development of thought
and the quality of wisdom). And the external layer (5- objective experiences and the
condition of moral behavior; & 6- the social, cultural, and educational environment).

Furthermore, we have shown in this article that in order to conduct authentic
creative research for the purpose of theorizing and devising a scale for assessing the
morality of children, adolescents, and youths, we require theoretical foundations
different from the cognitive and social-learning approaches that are common. For this
reason, and in the process of conducting a nationwide research, we have prepared a
moral assessment scale, which will be introduced in this article.

According to the mentioned innovative moral development theory, moral
development is a highly complicated internal process which, along with a system of
order and spiral changes, occurs in the process of psychological development. For this
reason, we cannot investigate a topic such as the human moral development using
shallow-viewing quantitative and simple behaviorist research methods. Even the use
of a qualitative and interpretative method on its own cannot be highly acceptable.
Rather, we should use higher levels of mixed research methodology in complex
psycho-educational studies.

The research methods of the findings of the subject of this article, is a combination
of the Authentic Creative Research for Theory Making, Qualitative Case Study
Research, Quantitative Survey Research, Correlation Research, and Casual-
Comparative Research. In the first section of the research, which has mainly a
qualitative aspect, several humanistic, philosophical, cultural, and psychological
theories, depending on the need, have been used for theory-making, discovering and
explaining moral identity and manners as well as moral development process. Also,
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the identity, moral manners, and the moral development process of preschoolers,
primary school students, guidance school students, high school students, and pre-
university school students have been investigated by applying case study and
questionnaire. A pilot study for validation of the assessment scale of moral
development is also conducted in this stage of the research.

Quantitative research methods have been applied in the second part of the
research, which is dedicated to normalizing the moral development scale and
predicting the lranian students’ moral development status based on background
variables. As well, we have used the causal-comparative research method to
investigate the effects of background variables (including age, gender, education level,
psycho-cognitive condition, and economical and social conditions) on the moralities of
children, adolescents, & youths students. The research results include a moral theory,
a moral assessing scale, a normative scale of Iranian students’ moral development,
and the moral quality of Iranian school students of ages 5 through 20.

Key words: Moral development, Moral assessment, Moral development scale,
Scientific and pure wisdom, Authentic creative research method, -children,
adolescents, youths, and Iranian students.
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